Themes

Analytic Philosophy
Analytic philosophy is characterised by the usage of well-defined concepts and rigorous reasoning. At Lund University, analytic philosophy consists of the two subjects, Theoretical Philosophy and Practical Philosophy. 
Theoretical Philosophy is the study of what is and the scope of human knowledge. The core of the discipline is the analysis of ontological and epistemological positions and their foundations in logic, philosophy of language and cognition. The sub-areas of Theoretical Philosophy are metaphysics, epistemology, philosophy of science, philosophy of language, philosophy of mind, logic and the history of theoretical philosophy. The research in Lund is particularly strong in epistemology, philosophy of language, metaphysics and the history of theoretical philosophy. 
Practical Philosophy addresses the philosophical conditions for value judgments, existential positions, norms for action and decisions. The core of the discipline is
the analysis of normative positions and their foundations in metaphysics,
epistemology, semantics and logic. The sub-areas of Practical Philosophy are moral
philosophy, applied ethics, metaethics, philosophy of law, political philosophy,
decision and action theory, philosophy of religion, philosophy of aesthetics and the history of practical philosophy. The research in Lund is particularly strong in formal value theory (metaethics) and applied ethics, decision and action theory, moral responsibility and social ontology.

Cognitive science
Cognitive Science is the interdisciplinary study of thinking and knowing across humans, animals, and machines. It draws on philosophy, psychology, neuroscience, computer science, linguistics, biology, and anthropology to investigate questions such as: How do we form beliefs, make decisions, and understand language? What does it mean to have a concept or intention? How do perception and action interact in intelligent behavior? Can cognition be replicated in artificial systems? What can animal studies reveal about the evolutionary roots of cognition?
Lund University Cognitive Science (LUCS) is a leading research environment with a strong international profile. A particular strength of LUCS is its integration of philosophical and empirical approaches. Researchers investigate how concepts are formed and used, how reasoning and bias influence decisions, how sensorimotor processes contribute to intelligent behavior, how we understand ourselves and others, and how these insights can be applied in areas such as robotics, artificial intelligence, and educational technology. The study of animal cognition adds an evolutionary and comparative dimension, with world-leading research on social learning and communication in species such as corvids and great apes.
Across these areas, LUCS researchers use behavioral experiments, formal modelling, robotic systems, and field studies to address foundational questions about the mind, intelligence, and consciousness. The environment is collaborative, methodologically diverse, and internationally engaged.



