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Required reading: 
 
a. Arabic texts (excerpts provided by the teacher) 
 
Ibn Anas, Mālik: Kitāb al-Muwaṭṭaʾ. Beirut 1990. Selected parts comprising 10-15 pages. 
 
Ibn an-Nadīm, Muḥammad b. Isḥaq: Kitāb al-Fihrist. Ed. Flügel, Leipzig 1871-72. Selected 
parts comprising 10-15 pages. 
 
Ibn as-Sarrāǧ, Abū Bakr Muḥammad b. Sahl: al-Uṣūl fī n-Naḥw. Ed. ‘Abd al-Ḥusayn al-Fatlī. 
Part 1, al-Naǧaf 1973. Selected parts comprising 10-15 pages. 
 
al-Šāfi ʻī, Muḥammad ibn Idrīs: Kitāb al-Umm, Part I. Būlaq 1901/02. Selected parts 
comprising 10-15 pages. 
 
az-Zaǧǧāǧi, ʿAbd ar-Raḥmān Ibn Isḥāq: al-Īḍāḥ fī ʻilal al-naḥw. Ed. Māzin al-Mubārak. 
Beirut 1996. Selected parts comprising 10-15 pages. English translation by Versteegh, K.: The 
Explanation of Linguistic Causes. az-Zaǧǧāǧi’s Theory of Grammar: Introduction, 
translation, commentary. Amsterdam 1995 ISBN 9789027245625.  
 
 
b. Secondary literature 

Lowry, Joseph E.: Early Islamic legal theory: the Risāla of Muḥammad ibn Idrīs al-Shāfiʻī. 
Brill, Leiden 2007 ISBN 9789004163607 (443 pp.)  

Versteegh, Kees: Landmarks in Linguistic Thought III: The Arabic Linguistic Tradition. 
Routledge 1997. ISBN 9780415157575 (216 pp.) 
 
Young, M. J. L., J. D. L. Latham and R. B. Serjeant (ed.): The Cambridge History of Arabic 
Literature: Religion, learning and science in the Abbasid period. Cambridge 1990 (or later) 
ISBN 0 521 32 763 6; online (2014) ISBN 9781139424912 (612 pp.) 
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Fischer, Wolfdietrich: A grammar of classical Arabic, 3. rev. ed., Yale University Press, New 
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Wright, W.: A Grammar of the Arabic Language. Cambridge University Press 1967 or later. 
ISBN 0-521-09455-0 
 
 


