Contemporary Japanese Society, COSB50, Fall Semester 2021
This course examines contemporary Japanese society, focusing on issues such as politics, pop culture, demographic change and environment. We go beyond media stereotypes and internet cliches to get a deeper understanding of what Japan is and where it's going. The focus is on post-Cold War Japan, with special emphasis on the period after the earthquake, the tsunami and the nuclear accident in 2011. Apart from discussing a number of critical issues, we also highlight the interrelationship of these issues and problems. In order to understand, for example, the debate about Japan as an aging society with low fertility, it is necessary to understand the Japanese position with regard to immigration, gender and hi-tech robotics.
In the course we also address more conventional issues affecting society. The topics discussed include the success of the Liberal Democratic party that has led the country since 1945 and Japan's role and status in an increasingly uncertain East Asian region and on the global arena.
This is the first time I offer the course and I have chosen to keep the literature and course outline largely unchanged from how the previous professor kept it. I have removed the suggested readings and cut the readings list down to a more focused set of obligatory readings, between 50 and 100 pages for each lecture. I will replace one lecture with a lecture on religion and nationalism in Japan, in order to offer a session more directly connected to my own research. The changes in articles reflect this.
The literature includes two monographs, one edited volume, and a number of journal articles. One of the monographs and the edited volume have been kept from the previous version of the course, but I have replaced a second work by Neary (somewhat outdated) with Stockwin and Ampiah’s more recent work on politics and nationalism in Japan under the second Abe administration. Both monographs are written by male authors, but amongst the remaining literature there is a better division between male and female authors. There are also a number of articles written by scholars from Japan and from other countries in Asia.
All journal articles can be accessed through available databases and the monographs and edited volume are available through the Lund University Library.
Total number of pages: ca. 800
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