
 
COSM01: Introduction to Asian Studies 
(Autumn 2024) 
Course director Paul O’Shea, other teachers include Marina Svensson 
 
The course is a 6-credit mandatory component of the Asian studies master programme. It 
focuses on the history and development of the field of Asian Studies and how to understand 
contemporary issues from an interdisciplinary Asian Studies perspective. The course will 
introduce students to doing research in Asian Studies, key sources, key debates within the 
field, and how the field has developed overtime. The course includes lectures grappling with 
issues such as academic freedom, colonialism, inter-Asia relations and mobilities, criticism of 
Asian Studies and area studies generally, and recent research in Asian Studies. It also lays out 
the key study skills and requirements of the program including critical thinking, academic 
integrity, finding literature and conducting literature reviews and importantly, an 
introduction to the resources available in the Asia Library. 
 
 
The basis of the course remains the same regardless of who teaches it, but the case studies 
change depending on the teacher. This year I am teaching, my expertise is (North)East Asian 
international politics. So I remove the Rohyinga case, and replace with Okinawa/International 
Relatios case. I also add readings on debates on the meaning of Area Studies within 
international politics. These readings are grouped separately, as they only be taught when I 
teach, no other teacher would use them.  
 
The base course literature is 611 pages, the case is 299 pages but students will not read all, 
they are expected to read 100 of this.  
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