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COSM27: International Relations of East and South-East Asia

Literature List

Spring Semester 2026

Approved on 18 November 2026 by the education board at the Centre for East and South-East Asian Studies.

Literature introduction
The course literature is selected to encompass a broad range of theories and topics, reflecting a diversity of views on contemporary international relations in Asia. Part of the readings will be selected by the teacher and students together during the course to stay current with the latest issues, cater to student interests, and utilize the most recent literature on the topics. 
The total number of pages for the course is approximately 1045. This consists of required readings (approximately 895) plus materials selected by the students for their final paper research (approximately 150). The final paper requires students to begin with the course literature and then find their own articles and books on the topic. 
All literature can be accessed through Finn (Lund University’s Library Search Service) unless stated otherwise.

Textbooks: 
Baylis, John, Smith, Steve, and Owens, Patricia. 2014. The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations. Oxford: Oxford University Press. Several copies of the 5th edition are in the library; students can also use other editions. The chapter numbers have changed, but the topics remain the same. Introduction and Chapters 3-6, 9. 
95 pages. Price: 587 SEK.
Burchill, Scott, and Linklater, Andrew, eds. 2009. Theories of International Relations. Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillan. The 5th edition is available as an eBook via the library; students can also use other editions. The chapter numbers have changed, but the topics remain the same. Chapters 1-3, 9. 110 pages. Price: 491 SEK.


Course literature:
Allison, Graham. 2015. “The Thucydides Trap: Are the US and China headed for war?” The Atlantic, September 24, 2015. https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/09/united-states-china-war-thucydides-trap/406756/ (the PDF version is also uploaded in the CANVAS folder). 15 pages.
Berger, Thomas. 1993. “From Sword to Chrysanthemum: Japan’s Culture of Anti-militarism,” International Security 17(4): 119–150. 31 pages.
Cull, Nicholas J. 2012. “Bulging Ideas: Making Korea’s Public Diplomacy Work,” Asian Issue Brief 37, https://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep08123?seq=1. 8 pages. 
Chanlett-Avery, Emma, and Rinehart, Ian. 2016. “The US-Japan Alliance,” Congressional Report Number RL33740, https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33740.pdf. 30 pages. 
Friedberg, Aaron L. 2005. “The Future of U.S.-China Relations: Is Conflict Inevitable?” International Security 30(2): 7–45. 38 pages.
Fukuyama, Francis. 1989. “The End of History?” The National Interest, available online (including at) https://www.jstor.org/stable/24027184. 15 pages. 
Hall, Ian, and Smith, Frank. 2013. “The Struggle for Soft Power in Asia: Public Diplomacy and Regional Security,” Asian Security 9(1): 1–18. 18 pages. 
He, Yinan. 2007. “Remembering and Forgetting the War: Elite Mythmaking, Mass Reaction, and Sino-Japanese Relations, 1950-2006,” History and Memory 19(2): 43–74. 31 pages.
Ikenberry, G. John. 2018. “The end of the liberal international order,” International Affairs 94(1): 7–23. 27 pages.
Johnston, Alastair Iain. 2013. “How New and Assertive Is China’s New Assertiveness?” International Security 37(4): 7–48. 41 pages. 
Katz, Richard. 2013. “Mutual Assured Production: Why Trade Will Limit Conflict Between China and Japan,” Foreign Affairs 92(4): 18–22. 5 pages. 
Kelly, Robert E. 2014. “The ‘pivot’ and its problems: American foreign policy in Northeast Asia,” The Pacific Review 27(3): 479–503. 24 pages. 
Kingston, Jeff. 2016. “The Japan Lobby and Public Diplomacy,” The Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan Focus 14(9): 1-26. https://apjjf.org/2016/09/kingston. 25 pages.
Lam, Peng Er. 2016. “China, the United States, Alliances, War: Avoiding the Thucydides Trap?” Asian Affairs: An American Review 43(2): 36–46. 10 pages. 
Leheny, David. 2015. “Naruto’s Limits: What Soft Power Can Actually Achieve,” Nippon, https://www.nippon.com/en/in-depth/a03902/. 5 pages.
Nye, Joseph S. 1995. “The Case for Deep Engagement,” Foreign Affairs 4(4): 90–102. 12 pages.
Nye, Joseph. 2008. “Public diplomacy and soft power,” Annals, AAPSS  616: 94–109. 15 pages. 
O’Shea, Paul. 2014. “Overestimating the ‘Power Shift’: The US Role in the Failure of the Democratic Party of Japan’s ‘Asia Pivot’,” Asian Perspective 38(3): 435–459. 24 pages.
Reilly, James. 2004. “China’s History Activists and the War of Resistance against Japan: History in the Making,” Asian Survey 44(2): 276–294. 18 pages.
Rose, Gideon. 1998. “Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,” World Politics 51: 144–172. 29 pages.
Roselle, Laura, Miskimmon, Alister, and O’Loughlin, Ben. 2014. “Strategic narrative: A new means to understand soft power,” Media, Conflict and War 7(1): 70–84. 15 pages.
Rosendal, Tabita. 2023. “China’s Buddhist strategic narratives in Sri Lanka — benefits and Buddhism?” The Pacific Review 36(6): 1426–1455. 29 pages.
Shambaugh, David. 2015. “China’s soft power push,” Foreign Affairs 94: 99-107. 8 pages.
Suzuki, Shogo. 2007. “The importance of ‘Othering’ in China’s national identity: Sino-Japanese relations as a stage of identity conflicts,” The Pacific Review 20(1): 23–47. 24 pages.
Tsuruoka, Michito. 2018. “The Donald J. Trump Administration as Seen from Tokyo: Will the US-Japan Alliance Remain Unique?” IAE Papers 18(2): 1–16. https://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep17536?seq=1. 15 pages. 
Wang, Zheng. 2008. “National Humiliation, History Education, and the Politics of Historical Memory: Patriotic Education Campaign in China,” International Studies Quarterly 52(4): 783–806. 23 pages. 
Wendt, Alexander. 1992. “Anarchy is what States Make of it: The Social Construction of Power Politics,” International Organization 46(2): 391–425. 34 pages.
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