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Historical Studies: Thematic Literature Specialization (HISS34) 

Performing Gender Equality: Japan, Imperial Legacies and Global Diplomacy 
Ming Gao  

Ming.Gao@hist.lu.se 
 
 

Achilleos-Sarll, Columba. ‘Reconceptualising Foreign Policy as Gendered, Sexualised and 
Racialised: Towards a Postcolonial Feminist Foreign Policy.’ Journal of International Women’s 
Studies 19, no. 1 (2018): 34–49. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 16 
>Available on LUBsearch 

 

Aggestam, Karin, and Jacqui True. ‘Gendering Foreign Policy: A Comparative Framework for 
Analysis.’ Foreign Policy Analysis 16, no. 2 (2020): 143–62. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 20 
>Available on LUBsearch 

 

Aggestam, Karin, and Annika Bergman-Rosamond. ‘Swedish Feminist Foreign Policy in the 
Making: Ethics, Politics, and Gender.’ Ethics & International Affairs 35, no. 3 (2021): 323–34. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 12 
>Available on LUBsearch 

 

Aggestam, Karin, Annika Bergman-Rosamond, and Annica Kronsell. ‘Theorising Feminist 
Foreign Policy.’ International Relations 33, no. 1 (2019): 23–39. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 17 
>Available on LUBsearch 

 

Avenell, Simon. A History of Postwar Japan: Recovery, Prosperity, and Transformation. 
Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2025, Chapter 1. Japan Before 1945, pp. 12–40. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 29 
>LUB: 1 course copy available 

mailto:Ming.Gao@hist.lu.se
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Bareket, Orit, Rotem Kahalon, Neta Shnabel, and Nurit Shnabel. ‘The Madonna–Whore 
Dichotomy: Men Who Perceive Women’s Nurturance and Sexuality as Mutually Exclusive 
Endorse Patriarchy and Show Lower Relationship Satisfaction.’ Sex Roles 79 (2018): 519–32. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-018-0895-7. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 14 
>Available on LUBsearch 

 

Coleman, Liv. ‘Japan’s Womenomics Diplomacy: Fighting Stigma and Constructing ODA 
Leadership on Gender Equality.’ Japanese Journal of Political Science 18, no. 4 (2017): 491–
513. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 23 
>Available on LUBsearch 

 

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). Concluding 
Observations on the Ninth Periodic Report of Japan. CEDAW/C/JPN/CO/9. 30 October 2024. 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/concluding-observations/cedawcjpnco9-concluding-
observations-ninth-periodic-report-japan. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 19 
>Available on OHCHR of United Nations: https://docs.un.org/en/CEDAW/C/JPN/CO/9. 

 

Dalton, Emma. Women and Politics in Contemporary Japan. London: Routledge, 2015, Chapter 
1. Women, power and politics under LDP rule: Gender equality discourses and practices, 1955–
93; pp. 12–38 & Chapter 5. Negotiating a Masculinised Party Culture, pp. 103–21 

>Number of pages the students must read: 46 
>Speak to course instructor for further information: https://www.routledge.com/Women-and-
Politics-in-Contemporary-Japan/Dalton/p/book/9781138102187 

 

Duriesmith, David. ‘Manly States and Feminist Foreign Policy: Revisiting the Liberal State as an 
Agent of Change.’ In Revisiting Gendered States: Feminist Imaginings of the State in 
International Relations, edited by Swati Parashar, J. Ann Tickner, and Jacqui True. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2018, pp. 51–68. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 18 
>Available on LUBsearch 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-018-0895-7
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/concluding-observations/cedawcjpnco9-concluding-observations-ninth-periodic-report-japan
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/concluding-observations/cedawcjpnco9-concluding-observations-ninth-periodic-report-japan
https://docs.un.org/en/CEDAW/C/JPN/CO/9
https://www.routledge.com/Women-and-Politics-in-Contemporary-Japan/Dalton/p/book/9781138102187
https://www.routledge.com/Women-and-Politics-in-Contemporary-Japan/Dalton/p/book/9781138102187
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Frühstück, Sabine. Gender and Sexuality in Modern Japan. New Approaches to Asian History. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2022, Chapter 3. Redefining Womanhoods, and 
Chapter 4. Sex at War, pp. 70–120. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 23 
>Available on LUBsearch 

 

Gao, Ming. ‘Japan’s support for women’s equality doesn’t extend to domestic reform.’ Foreign 
Policy, 12 May 2025. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 5 
>Available here: https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/05/12/japan-international-gender-equality-
women-
reform/?utm_content=gifting&tpcc=gifting_article&gifting_article=amFwYW4taW50ZXJuYX
Rpb25hbC1nZW5kZXItZXF1YWxpdHktd29tZW4tcmVmb3Jt&pid=PNIkD9KChsjnpu7 

 

Gordon, Andrew. A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present. New York 
and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2020, Part 3. Imperial Japan from Ascendance to Ashes, 
pp. 142–251. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 110 
>LUB: 1 course copy available 

 

Jansen, Marius B. The Making of Modern Japan. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 
2000, Chapter 20. Japan Since Independence, pp. 715–66. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 52 
>Available on LUBsearch 

 

Kano, Ayako. ‘Backlash and Backpedaling: Debates on State Feminism.’ In Japanese Feminist 
Debates: A Century of Contention on Sex, Love, and Labor. Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i 
Press, 2016, pp. 140–72.  

>Number of pages the students must read: 33 
>Speak to instructor for further information: http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctvvn1vp.8. 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/05/12/japan-international-gender-equality-women-reform/?utm_content=gifting&tpcc=gifting_article&gifting_article=amFwYW4taW50ZXJuYXRpb25hbC1nZW5kZXItZXF1YWxpdHktd29tZW4tcmVmb3Jt&pid=PNIkD9KChsjnpu7
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/05/12/japan-international-gender-equality-women-reform/?utm_content=gifting&tpcc=gifting_article&gifting_article=amFwYW4taW50ZXJuYXRpb25hbC1nZW5kZXItZXF1YWxpdHktd29tZW4tcmVmb3Jt&pid=PNIkD9KChsjnpu7
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/05/12/japan-international-gender-equality-women-reform/?utm_content=gifting&tpcc=gifting_article&gifting_article=amFwYW4taW50ZXJuYXRpb25hbC1nZW5kZXItZXF1YWxpdHktd29tZW4tcmVmb3Jt&pid=PNIkD9KChsjnpu7
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/05/12/japan-international-gender-equality-women-reform/?utm_content=gifting&tpcc=gifting_article&gifting_article=amFwYW4taW50ZXJuYXRpb25hbC1nZW5kZXItZXF1YWxpdHktd29tZW4tcmVmb3Jt&pid=PNIkD9KChsjnpu7
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctvvn1vp.8
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Kuki, Sonya. ‘The Burden of History: The Issue of “Comfort Women” and What Japan Must Do 
to Move Forward.’ Journal of International Affairs 67, no. 1 (Fall/Winter 2013): 245–56. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 12 
>Available on the journal’s website (open access): https://www.jstor.org/stable/24461685  

 

Martinsson, Lena, Gabriele Griffin, and Katarina Giritli Nygren. ‘Introduction: Challenging the 
Myth of Gender Equality in Sweden.’ In Challenging the Myth of Gender Equality in Sweden, 
Bristol: Policy Press, 2016, pp. 1–22. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 22 
>Available on LUBsearch 

 

Morris-Suzuki, Tessa. ‘Remembrance, Reconciliation and the East Asian Memory Wars.’ East 
Asia Forum Quarterly 6, no. 3 (2014): 13–14. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 2 
>Available on the journal’s website (open access): https://press-
files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p292231/pdf/book.pdf 

 

Motoyama, Hisako. ‘Has Japanese Foreign Policy Become Feminist Too? An Analysis of the 
“Women Shine” Foreign Policy of the Second Abe Administration.’ Journal of the Asia-Japan 
Research Institute of Ritsumeikan University 4 (2022): 1–17. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 17 
>Available on J-STAGE: https://doi.org/10.34389/asiajapan.4.0_1. 

 

Nemoto, Kumiko. ‘Production and Navigation of Gender Bias: Heroic Masculinity, Female 
Misogyny, and Queen Bees.’ In Too Few Women at the Top: The Persistence of Inequality in 
Japan, 129–62. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2016.  

>Number of pages the students must read: 34 
>Speak to instructor for further information: http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7591/j.ctt1d2dn1q.8. 

 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/24461685
https://press-files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p292231/pdf/book.pdf
https://press-files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p292231/pdf/book.pdf
https://doi.org/10.34389/asiajapan.4.0_1
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7591/j.ctt1d2dn1q.8
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Sharoni, Simona. ‘Militarism and Gender-Based Violence.’ In The Wiley Blackwell 
Encyclopedia of Gender and Sexuality Studies, edited by Abbie Wong, Minna Wickramasinghe, 
r. hoogland, and Nancy A. Naples, 2016, pp. 1–9.  

>Number of pages the students must read: 9 
> Speak to course instructor for further information: 
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118663219.wbegss588  

 

Skjelsbæk, Inger, and Torunn L. Tryggestad. ‘Pro-Gender Norms in Norwegian Peace 
Engagement: Balancing Experiences, Values, and Interests.’ Foreign Policy Analysis 16, no. 2 
(2020): 181–98. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 18 
>Available on LUBsearch 

 

Snow, Nancy. ‘Japan must take lead in gender diplomacy.’ Japan Times, 5 May 2017. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 2 
>Available on: https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2017/05/05/commentary/japan-
commentary/japan-must-take-lead-gender-diplomacy/. 

 

Soh, C. Sarah. The Comfort Women. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008, Introduction. 
Gender, Class, Sexuality, and Labor under Japanese Colonialism and Imperialist War, pp. 1–26. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 27 
>LUB: 1 course copy available 

 

Stachowitsch, Saskia. ‘Military Privatization and the Remasculinization of the State: Making the 
Link Between the Outsourcing of Military Security and Gendered State Transformations.’ 
International Relations 27, no. 1 (2013): 74–94. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 21 
>Available on LUBsearch 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118663219.wbegss588
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2017/05/05/commentary/japan-commentary/japan-must-take-lead-gender-diplomacy/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2017/05/05/commentary/japan-commentary/japan-must-take-lead-gender-diplomacy/
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Tai, Eika. Comfort Women Activism: Critical Voices from the Perpetrator State. Hong Kong: 
Hong Kong University Press, 2020, Chapter 5. Discrimination against Women, pp. 105–30. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 26 
>LUB: 1 course copy available 

 

Tanaka, Yuki. Japan’s Comfort Women: Sexual Slavery and Prostitution during World War II 
and the U.S. Occupation. London: Routledge, 2002, Chapters 1 & 2. The Origins of the Comfort 
Women System & Procurement of Comfort Women and Their Lives as Sexual Slaves, pp. 8–32 
& pp. 33–60. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 53 
>LUB: 1 course copy available 

 

Thomson, J. ‘What’s Feminist about Feminist Foreign Policy? Sweden’s and Canada’s Foreign 
Policy Agendas.’ International Studies Perspectives 21, no. 4 (2020): 424–37. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 14 
>Available on LUBsearch 

 

Togo, Kazuhiko. ‘Japan’s Historical Memory: Reconciliation with Asia.’ Asia-Pacific Journal 
11, no. S7 (2013): 62–70. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 9 
>Available on the journal’s website (open access): https://doi.org/10.1017/S1557466013025680. 

 

Trefalt, Beatrice. ‘Collecting Bones: Japanese Missions for the Repatriation of War Remains and 
the Unfinished Business of the Asia-Pacific War.’ Australian Humanities Review, no. 61 (2017): 
145–59. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 15 
>Available on the journal website (open access): https://australianhumanitiesreview.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/06/AHR61_Trefalt.pdf 

 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1557466013025680
https://australianhumanitiesreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/AHR61_Trefalt.pdf
https://australianhumanitiesreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/AHR61_Trefalt.pdf
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True, Jacqui. ‘Feminist Problems with International Norms: Gender Mainstreaming in Global 
Governance.’ In Feminism and International Relations: Conversations about the Past, Present 
and Future, edited by J. Ann Tickner and Laura Sjoberg, London: Routledge, 2011, pp. 73–88. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 16 
>LUB: 1 course copy available 

 

True, Jacqui. ‘Bringing Back Gendered States: Feminist Second Image Theorizing of 
International Relations.’ In Revisiting Gendered States: Feminist Imaginings of the State in 
International Relations, edited by Swati Parashar, J. Ann Tickner, and Jacqui True. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2018, pp. 33–48. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 16 
>Available on LUBsearch 

 

Ueno, Chizuko. Nationalism and Gender. Translated by Beverley Yamamoto. Melbourne: Trans 
Pacific Press, 2004, Part II. The Military comfort women issue, pp. 69–106 

>Number of pages the students must read: 38 
>LUB: 1 course copy available 

 

Yoneyama, Lisa. ‘Introduction: Transpacific Cold War Formations and the Question of 
(Un)Redressability.’ In Cold War Ruins: Transpacific Critique of American Justice and 
Japanese War Crimes, Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2016, pp. 1–40. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 40 
>Available on Duke University Press website (open access): 
https://read.dukeupress.edu/books/book/53/chapter/99375/IntroductionTranspacific-Cold-War-
Formations-and 

 

Yoshida, Reiji. ‘Government Requests Revision of 1996 UN Sex Slave Report.’ Japan Times, 16 
October 2014. 

>Number of pages the students must read: N/A 
>Available on https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/10/16/national/history/government-
requests-revision-of-1996-u-n-sex-slave-report/. 

 

https://read.dukeupress.edu/books/book/53/chapter/99375/IntroductionTranspacific-Cold-War-Formations-and
https://read.dukeupress.edu/books/book/53/chapter/99375/IntroductionTranspacific-Cold-War-Formations-and
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/10/16/national/history/government-requests-revision-of-1996-u-n-sex-slave-report/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/10/16/national/history/government-requests-revision-of-1996-u-n-sex-slave-report/
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Yoshimi, Yoshiaki. Comfort Women: Sexual Slavery in the Japanese Military during World War 
II. Translated by Suzanne O'Brien. New York: Columbia University Press, 2000, Chapter 6. 
Conditions after the Defeat, pp. 178–98. 

>Number of pages the students must read: 21 
>LUB: 1 course copy available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


