
MRSM11 Literature 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Literature MRSM11, Human Rights in the History of Politics and Philosophy, 15 credits approved 
by Department of History board 2020-05-08. 

 
Module 1: Current debates in the historiography of human rights 

Hunt, Lynn (2008) Inventing Human Rights, WW Norton Co. ISBN 978-0393331998. Jensen,  

Steven L B. (2017) The Making of International Human Rights: The 1960s, Decolonization, and the 
Reconstruction of Global Values, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. ISBN 978-
1107531079. Online-access at Cambridge Core, via Lund University Library. 

Khader, Serene J. (2019) Decolonizing Universalism: A Transnational Feminist Ethic, Oxford 
University Press. ISBN 978-0190664206. Online-access at Oxford Scholarship Online, 
via Lund University Library. 

Moyn, Samuel (2010) The Last Utopia. Human Rights in History. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard 
University Press. ISBN 978-0674064348. Available on-line via Lund University Library. 

Slotte, Pamela et al (eds.) (2015) Revisiting the Origins of Human Rights, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. Online-access at Cambridge Core, via Lund University Library. To be read 
in selected parts, ca 100 pp. 

Quataert, Jean & Lora Wildenthal (eds.) (2020) The Routledge History of Human Rights. Abingdon, 
UK: Routledge. ISBN 9781138784338. Available as e-book. To be read in selected parts, 
max 200 pp. 

 

Module 2: Human rights and inequality 

Alston, Philip. “Extreme Inequality as the Antithesis of Human Rights”. OpenGlobalRights, 27 augusti, 
2015. https://www.openglobalrights.org/extreme-inequality-as-the- antithesis-of-human-rights/ 

Goodhart, Michael. “Constructing Dignity: Human Rights as a Praxis of Egalitarian Freedom”. 
Journal of Human Rights, 2018, vol. 17, no. 4, pp. 403–417. 

Halldenius, Lena. “Mary Wollstonecraft’ Feminist Critique of Property. On Becoming a Thieffrom 
Principle”, Hypatia. A Journal of Feminist Philosophy, 29: 4, 2014, pp. 942-957.  

Moyn, Samuel (2018) Not Enough: Human Rights in an Unequal World. Cambridge, MA: The Belknap 
Press of Harvard University Press. ISBN 978-0674737563. Available online on EBSCO 
ebooks, via Lund University Library.  

Paine, Thomas “Agrarian Justice”. Freely available on-line: 
https://www.ssa.gov/history/paine4.html. 30 pages. 

Pogge, Thomas (ed.) (2007) Freedom from Poverty as a Human Right: Who Owes What to the Very Poor? 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. ISBN 978-0199226184. To be read in selected parts, 
max 200 p. 

Salomon, Margot E. “Why should it matter that others have more? Poverty, inequality, and the 
potential of international human rights law”. Review of International Studies, 2011, vol. 37, s. 2137–
2155. 
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Wollstonecraft, Mary (1790) A Vindication of the Rights of Men. Available in several editions, 
also freely available on-line. Ca 70 pp. 

 

Module 3: Human rights and humanitarianism 

Arendt, Hannah (2016) On Revolution. London: Faber. Available in several editions. Chapter 2, ‘The 
Social Question, pp. 53-110, 134 SEK. 

Barnett, Michael (2011) Empire of Humanity. A History of Humanitarianism. Ithaca, NY: Cornell 
University Press, 285 pp., 240 SEK 

Chouliaraki, Lilie (2010) “Post-humanitarianism. Humanitarian communication beyond a politics of 
pity”. International Journal of Cultural Studies, vol 13, no. 2, pp. 107-126. 

Framke, Maria (2016) “Political Humanitarianism in the 1930s: Indian Aid for Republican Spain”, 
European Review of History: Revue europe�enne d'histoire, 23:1-2, pp. 63-81 

Möller, Esther (2016) “The Suez Crisis of 1956 as a moment of transnational humanitarian 
engagement”, European Review of History: Revue européenne d'histoire, 23:1-2, pp. 136-153. 
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