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Gutkowshi
(1900-1943), an
active Labor
Zionist in prewar
Lodz. Edited the
infonnation
fulfetin of O.S.
togesher with
Hirsh Wasser.

In Engfish in the
original.
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mportant in wartime, iS represenied in Olyneg)

which is always extremely i
n]. In this work we sec the remendous

S{habbes] by the work of Comrade T[itelma
scope of smuggling in Warsaw: during the whole period of the ghetlo’s existence

it saved the four hundred thousand members of the Jewish community from dying
of starvation. If the Jews of Warsaw had had to live on the official ration of eighteen
deka® of bread a day, all trace of Jewish Warsaw would long since have vanished.
smuggling caused the loss of several Jewish lives every day and, on the eve of the
Deportation, a dozen or dozens of lives a day. In the Jiberated Poland of the future
a monument should be set up to smuggling, which, by the way, also saved the
Polish population of the city from dying of hunger.
comrade T[itelman]’s work on smuggling portrays its folkloric aspects—argot,
n its economic significance.
O[yneg) Sihabbes) was in general somewhat unsuccessful in the economic field.
Good plans were set up on various economic Lopics, with detailed outlines, but
very few of these were carried out, owing fo a lack of suitable coworkers. Economic
problems [also] require a tranquil mind. They require fime, and the right materials,
based on comprehensive investigations: we had neither time nor the proper work-
ing conditions. Nonetheless, we did manage to elicit a few valuable articles. One
of these, by Cormrade Wi]inkle]r, deals with the abilily of a society in warlime to adap!
itself to aftered econom ic conditions. The author shows how the Jews, in the intolerable
conditions of the gheito, builtup a whole series of branches of production to serve
the so-called Aryan side. The astonishing skill that the Jews displayed in obtaining
raw materials and creative ersatz matenials testifies to the tremendous ingenuity
of the Jews in finding a way out of the most difficult situations. It is proof of the
vitality of the Jewish population, which not only created this production but de-
veloped smuggling 10 a level at which the total production could get “abroad”
[i.e., the Aryan side, the consumer].
Of the fragmentary projects in the economics section, we should mention the

work of Comrade Glutkowsk]i® on the foreign currency trade—another wartime

phenomenon of great imporiance. Comrade G. succeeded in fathoming the deepest

secrets of the foreign currency irade. He describes 1ot only its economic aspect but
also its folkways, the argot of the money changers and their customs. He gives

highly important tables, which illusirate the fAluctualing rates of exchange through-
out almost the entire period of the war. It will be an interesting project for the
future researcher 1o find in the events of world politics, in the occurTences in the
surrounding Jewish and Polish life and in yet other faciors the key to these fluc-
tuating rates of exchange. Incidentally, we learn from the work of Comrade
G[utkowski] the nsecret” that a foreign curency factory exisied on Pawia Street,
where “hard ones” {gold dollars) and “'pigs” (gold rubles) were forged. After the
war, the national banks of the couniries in question will no doubt be kept busy

deating with the curFency “Made in the Ghetto.”
Among fragmentary articles on the subject of the kehi

Jewish Mail, which was reswirecte

One of the “mailmen” was the Yiddish journalist, Pe
f a Jewish mailman

scribes for us the hard work o
" Jewish population to the mailmen, who often had to collect t

neighbors, which the kehillah had decreed as an extra payment 10

correspondence and also on parcels.

customs, ctc.—rather thal

llah, we find one on The
d after a hiats of more than a hundred years.
retz Ofpoczynskil. who de-
and the relationship of the
he tax from their

be made on
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